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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[S3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) I3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 20 October 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)E3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "at least one 
additional compliant locating feature in one of the first and second head suspension 
components, the at least one additional compliant locating feature including a plurality of 
spring beam tabs defined by an aperture and positioned to extend toward an opening" 
as recited in claim 7 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: -A METHODFOR MANUFACTURING A HEAD 
SUSPENSION--. 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: There is no description for the recitation of "at least one 
additional compliant locating feature in one of the first and second head suspension 
components, the at least one additional compliant locating feature including a plurality of 
spring beam tabs defined by an aperture and positioned to extend toward an opening" 
as recited in claim 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Holaway et al. (US PAT. 6,367,144). 

Holaway et al. teach a process of making a head suspension comprising steps 
of: providing a head suspension component (230,244); forming a compliant locating 
feature (250,270) within the head suspension component, the compliant locating feature 
including a plurality of spring beam tabs (253,273) defined by an aperture (251 ,271 ) and 
positioned to extend toward an opening as shown in Fig. 10; receiving a tapered 
cylindrical pin (790,795) through the opening of the compliant locating feature as shown 
in Fig. 16; and locating the head suspension component precisely relative to a desired 
reference by positioning the head suspension component on the tapered pin at a 
predetermined location with the spring beam tabs engaging the tapered pin as shown in 
Fig. 9 (see also col. 9, line 39 to col. 10, line 16 and col. 14, lines 24-41). 

As per claim 2 the desired reference comprises the tapered pin as shown in Fig. 

9. 

As per claim 3 the head suspension component comprises a first head 
suspension component (244) and a second head suspension component (230) with the 
compliant locating feature being formed within one of the first and second head 
suspension components as shown in Fig. 10. 

As per claim 4 the desired reference comprises the other of the first and second 
head suspension components. The first head suspension component (244) is located 
on top of the second head suspension component (230). 
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As per claim 5 the compliant locating feature comprises a first compliant locating 
feature (270) and a second compliant locating feature (250) in one of the first and 
second head suspension components as shown in Fig. 10. 

As per claim 6 the first and second compliant locating features are formed within 
the first and second head suspension components, respectively as shown in Fig. 10. 

As per claim 7 forming at least one additional compliant locating feature (247 as 
shown in Fig. 10) in one of the first and second head suspension components, the at 
least one additional compliant locating feature including a plurality of spring beam tabs 
defined by an aperture and positioned to extend toward an opening. 

As per claim 8 the tapered pin is received through the openings of both the first 
and second compliant locating features and positioning the first and second head 
suspension components on the tapered pin at a predetermined location with the plurality 
of spring beam tabs of both the first and second compliant locating features engaging 
the tapered pin as shown in Fig. 9. 

As per claim 9 subsequent manufacturing processes is performed such as 
providing a head slider to the head suspension component after locating the head 
suspension component relative to the desired reference as shown in Fig. 2. 

As per claims 10 and 1 1 the component is removed from a carrier portion (630) 
as shown in Fig. 15 (col. 13, lines 10-15). 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul D. Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-4565. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 7:00 AM to 3:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




